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A VIEW OF THE GROUND WORK OF THE SANCTUARY, 


Which shall hereafter be built for Divine Worship by the Twelve Tribes 
of Israel ; with notes explanatory of the same. 




















EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


A. East Gate of the Outer Court and Porch, 


with its Chambers, - - Ezek. ch. XL. 6—9. 
B. North Gate, - . ‘ “ “ “ 20—23. 
C. South Gate, : ° n - “s “ 9497, 
D. Courts, = - . - . . « XLVI. 21—24. 
K. Paved Outer Court, 100 cubits broad, 
with 30 Chambers round about, i \L. 17—19. | 
F. North Porch of the inner court andtables, “ 35—43. 
(y. East Gate of the inner court and porch, “  32—34. f 
H. South Gate, - - - - " “« 28—31. ; 
1. Singers’ Chambers, = - - - . “| 4. 
J. The Inner Court, with the Altar, - ” XLII. 13—27. t 
K. Priests’ Chamber, “ XL. 45—46. 7 
LL. Holy Chambers and Walk between, " XLIL 1—14. 3 
M. Kitchen for the Priests, - - - XLVI. 19—20. ; 
N. Most Holy Place, - - - XLI. 3—4. 9 
P. Table betore the Lord, . . . " 22. S 
S. Porch of the Temple, - - ” XL. 48—49. 5 
T. The Temple or Holy Place, . : XLI. 1—2 \ 
U. Side Chambers of the Temple, and walk 9 
between, - - - - “3 ” 5—11. C 
V. Wall, 90 cubits long and 5 thick, around 2 
the building, a “ “ 42. P 
W. The Building before the separate place, 6 
70 cubits broad, 90 long, . i 1 " : 
X. The Separate Place. 7 
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SC OE 
THE STUDY OF PROPHECY, A QUESTION OF DEGREE. 


The great question now at issue between those who study Prophecy 
and those who study it not, is almost entirely to be resolved into a ques- 
tion ofextent and degree. Those who study Prophecy maintain that: 
all parts of the word of God are equally worthy of attention ; and that » 
man may not select a portion of Divine revelation, saying, This is pro- 
fitable, and this I will study.;. and reject another portion, saying, This 
is not profitable, and this I will not study. Those who do not study 
Prophecy grant that it is the word of God, in as full a manner as those 
other parts of revelation which they do study, but they confine the ne- 
cessity of studying it to certain periods of the world, or certain classes 
of persons, or times of leisure, which may remain after having fulfilled 
those duties which they consider as more important. They suppose 
that the whole scheme of God is summed up in certain doctrines, which 
they call emphatically the Gospel ; and that the Christian’s sole object 
should be to understand these doctrines, and to apply them to his own 
soul. We maintain all these doctrines as strenuously as they do, and 
press home upon each other’s consciences the paramount necessity of 
being rooted and grounded in these: but we stop not here; we press 
on unto perfection. It is not merely the Gospel, but the Gospel of the 
kingdom, which is every where announced in Scripture; and the good 
news with which we congratulate each other, is the glad tidings of the 
coming glories of our Lord. A man must secure his own personal sal- 
vation before he can understand, much more before he can delight in 
the study of, that glory which shall be revealed; but, these prelimina- | 
ries being secured, it does appear narrow, and selfish, and groveling, not 
to expatiate in that ample revelation of the latter-day glory with which: 
every prophecy in the Bible finishes ; and may we not delight our souls 
in the contemplation, that all the elect of God shall not only escape 
the misery of hell, but shall feel themselves glorified in being instru- 
ments of effecting the great purpose of God, and exulting in the suc- 
cessive developments of his designs through all eternity. They are 
raised out of the narrow, selfish, personal feeling of mere safety, into 
the ennobling, generous, dignified rank of becoming monuments of 
the Divine glory. 

But there are many humble, pious minds, who, from fear of becom- 
ing presumptuous, may not feel willing to indulge in these exalting 
hopes. ‘To such persons we would address some considerations, drawn 
from the times in which we live, which have convinced us of the impe- 
rative duty which now rests upon us of studying Prophecy. 











The Study of Prophecy, &e. 


We are fully convinced, from the study of all the Scriptures, that we 
are now on the eye of a crisis incomparably the most important that 
the world has yet passed through. Greater than the deluge, for it is 
the ‘baptism of fire (2 Pet. mi. 5, 12); greater than the deliverance from 
Egypt, which shall no more be remembered nor come into mind (Jer. 
xxili. 7,8); greater than the destruction of Jerusalem, or any other na- 
tional calamity, for it shall be a time of trouble such as never was since 
9 was a nation even to that same time, no, nor ever shall be (Dan 
xii. 1; Matt. xxiv. 21; Mark xiii. 19). Nor shall it be only a time of 


aflliction, but it shall ales be a time of subtle deceit ; when false Christs 
and false prophets shall arise, deceiving, if it were possible, the very 


elect (Matt. xxiv. 24; Mark xiii, 22). In a erisis like this, which is 
approaching—-so full of peril, and so pregnant with mistake—we need 
all the support and all the direction which the revelation of God can 
supply. By studying the prophecies we find, that in this crisis the 
‘Lord shall manifest himself in an extraordinary way, and simultane- 
ously accomplish many most important events ; the chief of which are 
t these :—1. the Papacy shall be broken down; 2. the people of Israel 
shall be restored ; 3. all the enemies of Christ shall be destroyed; 4. 
tthe second advent of our Lord shall take place; 5. his millennial 
reign shall commence ; 6. and at some period during the progress of 
these events, which begin with the destruction of Baby lon and run on 
‘to the commencement of thea Millennium, the first resurrection shall 
take place. All these events are so closely bound together in Scripture, 
that, treating of any one, you can scarcely avoid bringing in all the 
rest; and, fixing any one of them to a particular time, you do thereby fix 
all the others, each to its own time: for Babylon’s destruction frees Is- 
rael—Christ’s enemies gather against Israel when restored—He in per- 
son destroys his enemies—when he thus cometh, his risen saints are 
with him—and the destruction of his enemies ushers in his millennial 
reign of peace and joy. 

These events, even when considered only in their relation to our- 
selves as men, are vast and important ; but when we consider them as 
the consummation of that great purpose of God, for the manifestation of 
which the creation was called into being ; and that the several changes 
and revolutions in things visible have been only different developments 
of this purpose and successive steps advancing nearer and nearer to this 
glorious consummation; it is then, and then only, that we feel all the 
dignity and importance of the age in which we live ; and, according to 
our several characters of apprehension, of hope, of admiration, of dar- 
ing, of high emprise, are irresistibly impelled, and eagerly resort to 
those prophetic records whence alone we can ascertain the signs of the 
forthcoming events, or learn to direct our course. One of these events 
has been especially singled out by God as that which shall most pecu- 
liarly redound to his glory among men: he has even condescended to re- 
present himself as receiving joy and honour in its accomplishment ; has 
staked thereon his own veracity ; and pledged himself thereto with a ve- 
‘hemency of asseveration which I cannot find employed for any other 
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purpose throughout the whole Scripture—namely, the restoration of the 
Jews: “I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel 
to return....... Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good ; and I will 
plant them in this land assuredly, with my whole heart and with my 
whole soul.” (See Jer. xxiii. and xxxii.) 


Se. cee - 
CHRIST’S KINGDOM ON EARTH. 


The opponents of the doctrine of the personal presence of the Redeem- 
erin the Millennial kingdom, endeavour to evade the force of the very 
plain, explicit, and numerous texts which speak of Him as a King sit- 
ting and ruling upon his throne and executing judgment and justice 
in the earth, by asserting that all this is figurative language ; and that 
it means no more than that he shall be a spiritual King—+. e. that he 
shall rule by his Spirit in the hearts of his people: that, men at some 
future period being converted by the preaching of the Gospel, and uni- 
versally becoming real Christians, that state of blessedness and felicity 
will take place in the earth which is to constitute what is denominated 
in Scripture Christ’s kingdom, that kingdom whose arrival we pray for 
in the form which He himself taught us. According to their view, 
this spiritual reign is to constitute the fulfilment of all those prophecies 
just alluded to ; whilst, all this time, Christ himself is to remain in hea- 
ven, and only at length to return to this earth for the purpose of final- 
ly destroying it, and carrying away his saints with him to some other 
abode. 

How they reconcile this view with the declaration of St. Peter (Acts 
iii, 21), that the heaven will receive Jesus only till the times of the res- 
titution of all things (i.e. not the destruction, but the restoration of all 
things to their original order and primeval perfection) ; and how they 
make out that simply this universal reception of the Gospel, which they 
look for, as constituting the Millennium, is to have the effect of length- 
ening out men’s lives to many centuries (which the lxv th chapter of 
Isaiah proves will be the case at that period, as Bishop Lowth and 
other commentators admit), we shall not now stay to inquire; but we 
will go on to state, at once, what we believe to be the true doctrine of 
Scripture upon the subject, and lay before our readers some proofs of 
what we advance. 

We believe, then, in one word, that Christ will actually, and person- 
ally, and visibly, be revealed from heaven, at the commencement of the 
Millennium (which we further believe to be very near at hand), to take 
possession of the promised land, to sit on the throne of his father David, 
and to “ reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients 
gloriously.” 

Before we proceed, however, to establish this view by a regular chain 
of proof, we are desirous of making a few preliminary observations, to 
shew the reasonableness of our expectation that the whole of the prophe- 
cies will receive a literal fulfilment, apart from that direct and conclu- 
sive evidence which, we think, can be adduced. 


- 









Christ’s Kingdom on Earth. 


Throughout the prophetic portions of the Old Testament which relate 
to the person of the Redeemer, He is spoken of in a two-fold character. 
He is represented as weak, and as powerful ; as humble, and as exalted ; 
as degraded and outcast, and as triumphant and glorious; as a mean 
man, of no form nor comeliness, and numbered with the vile of the 
earth, and as a victorious and irresistible Conqueror and mighty King. 
So striking is this distinction, that the Jews of later times, not seeing 
how it was possible for one person to fulfil all that was predicted of 
Messiah, have adopted the notion (which we need hardly observe is a 

mere fable) of two Messiahs, one for each class of the predictions: the 
former, to be the son of Joseph, of the tribe of Ephraim, who should 
suffer and die ; the other, to be the son of David, of the tribe of Judah, 
who should be prosperous and triumphant. At the time, however, of 
our Saviour’s first appearance upon earth, the Jews, not observing the 
order of these predictions—namely, that the sufferings should precede 
the glory—indeed, overlooking the predictions relative to the sufferings 
altogether, expected nothing but a glorious Conqueror, who should de- 
liver their nation, by force of arms, from the bondage of Rome, subdue 
all nations, and get for himself universal dominion. The result was, 
that, as a nation, they rejected the lowly Jesus, who then came to ful- 
fil the former class of prophecies; and now dispersed and outcast, a 
byeword and reproach among the nations, they are suffering the conse- 
quences of their fatal error. Is it too much to say, that the Christian 
church, asa body, has fallen into a similar mistake? Christians in 
general receive Jesus, indeed, as a suffering and crucified Saviour ; 
but, except in what is called a spiritual sense, they reject him in his 
character of a glorious King. The mistake, if not attended with such 
heinous guilt, is at least similar in kind. 

As, however, there were many individuals amongst the Jews, who, 
at Christ’s first coming, received him, notwithstanding all appearances, 
as the undoubted Messiah, who should fulfil every jot and tittle of what 
was foretold ; so Christians (a faithful few) have not been wanting, 
in all ages, who have believed, looked forward to, and fearlessly pro- 
claimed, his future glorious reign with his saints upon the earth, as re- 
vealed by the holy prophets in the Scriptures ; and the number of these 
is every day increasing. As the Bridegroom’s approach draws nearer 
and more near, so the “cry” in the church, announcing it, grows 
louder still and louder, and daily more and more are hearing and obey- 
ing it, and preparing to go forth to meet Him. 

We will now place before you a selection from each class of the proph- \ 
; ecies to which we have alluded. One class of these has, confessedly, 
4 received a literal and exact fulfilment : and we would earnestly and af- 

fectionately entreat every reasonable and candid person to lay aside all 
pre-conceived opinions, and ask himself, calmly and honestly, what 
ground is there for expecting, whilst one class has actually received a 
literal fulfilment, that the other shall not, when both are expressed in 
precisely the same kind of language, and sometimes occur even in the 
same sentence? (as Isa. lii. 13—15.) What proof, or substantial rea- 
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son, can possibly be brought forward that there will be any difference 
in the manner and mode of their fulfilment ?— 
Let us beg, then, your attention to the following.— 


Prediction. 
Isa. vii. 14: “ Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son.... 


and shall call his name Immanu- 
el.” 


Micah v. 2: * Thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah....out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be 
Ruler in Israel.” 

Zech. ix. 9: “Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion...behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee..,.lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a 
colt the foal of an ass.” 

Isa. liti. 3 : “ We hid as it were 
our faces from him.” 


Psa. xxii. 7 : “ All they that see 
me laugh me to scorn : they shoot 
eut the lip, they shake the head, 
saying, He trusted in the Lord 
that he would deliver him; let 
him deliver him, seeing he delight- 
ed in him.” 


Psa. xxii. 18: “ They part my 
garments among them, and cast 
lots upon my vesture.” 

Isa. 1.6: “I hid not my face 
from shame and spitting.” 

Micah v.1; “They shall smite 
the Judge of Israel with a rod upon 
the cheek.” 

Isa. lili. 7 : “ He was oppressed, 
and he was afflicted, yet he opened 
not his mouth: He is brought as 
a lamb to the slaughter ; and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he openeth not his mouth.” 


Fulfilment. 

Matt. i. 18: “ Now the birth of 
Jesus Christ was on this wise: 
whenas his mother Mary was es- 
poused to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found with child 
of the Holy Ghost...and Joseph... 
knew her not till she had brought 
forth her first-born son.” 

Matt. ii. 1: “Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea.” 


Matt. xxi. 6: “ And the disci- 
ples...brought the ass and colt, put 
on them their clothes, and they set 
him thereon.” (And thus he rode 
into Jerusalem. ) 

John i. 11: “ He came unto his 
own, and his own received him 
not.” 

Matt. xxxvii. 29, &c.: “They 
bowed the knee before him, and 
mocked him.....and they that pass- 
ed by reviled him, wagging their 
heads,....likewise, also, the chief 
priests, mocking him, with the 
scribes and elders, said, He trust- 
ed in God; let him deliver him 
now, if he will have him.” 

Matt. xxvii. 35: “ And they cru- 
cified him, and parted his garments, 
casting lots.” 

Matt. xxvi. 67: 
they spit in his face.” 

Matt. xxvii. 30: “ They....took 
the reed and smote him on the 
head.” 

Matt. xxvii. 12: “And when 
he was accused of the chief priests 
and elders, he answered nothing. 
Then said Pilate unto him, Hear- 
est thou not how many things they 
witness against thee? And he an- 
swered him to never a word.” 


“Then did 
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Prediction. 

Psa. xli, 9: ‘* Yea, mine own 
familiar friend.....which did eat of 
my_ bread, hath lift up his heel 
against me.” 


Zech. ii. 12 : “ So they weighed 
for my price thirty pieces of sil- 
ver.” 

Zech. xi. 13 : “ Cast it unto the 
potter.” 


Isa. liii. 12: “ He was number- 
ed with the transgressors.” 

Isa. liti. 9: “ And with the rich 
in his death.” 


Psa. lxix. 21: “ They gave me 
also gall for my meat , and in my 
thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink.” 

Psa. xxxiv. 20: “ He keepeth 
all his bones ; not one of them is 
broken.” 

Psa. xvi. 10: “ Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell ; neither wilt 
thou suffer thine holy One to see 
corruption.” 

Psa. Ixviii. 18: “ ‘Thou hast as- 
cended on high, thou hast led cap- 
tivity captive.” 


Fulfilment. 

John xiii. 25: “He then lying 
on Jesus’ breast saith unto him, 
Lord, who is it? (that should be- 
tray him.) Jesus answered, He it 
is to whom [ shall give a sop when 
I have dipped it. And when he 
had dipped the sop, he gave it to 
Judas Iscariot.” 

Matt. xxvi. 15: “And they 
covenanted with him (Judas) for 
thirty pieces of silver.” 

Matt. xxvii. 7: “And they 
took counsel, and bought with 
them the Potter’s Field.” 

Mark xy. 27: “And with him 
they crucify two thieves.” 

Matt. xxvii. 57: “A rich man 
of Arimathea, named Joseph...... 
laid it (Jesus’s body) in his own 
new tomb.” 

Matt. xxvii. 34: “ They gave 
him vinegar to drink, mingled with 
gall.” 


John xix. 33 : “ But when they 
came to Jesus....they brake not 
his legs.” 

Matt. xxviii. 5 : “ Ye seek Jesus 
who was crucified. He is not here, 
for he is risen, as he said.” 


Acts i. 9: “ While they beheld, 
he was taken up ; and a cloud re- 
ceived him out of their sight.” 


In the above class of predictions, then, we perceive that God. spake 





beforehand the very things, and no other, which He intended should be 
done ; and that the minutest particulars detailed in them were fulfilled 


| to the very letter. Now as we see this so plainly to be the case in every 
| prophecy that has been fulfilled, what good and valid reason can be given 


why the prophecies constituting the other class—namely, those that are 
yet future—should not be accomplished in precisely the same manner. 

They are expressed in language not a whit more figurative; 2nd no 
intimation whatever is dropped in Scripture that their fulfilment will be 
of a different nature. Why, then, are we not to believe, that, as Christ 
was born of a virgin and at Bethlehem, as was predicted of him, so, as 
is also predicted of him (Isa. ix. 7:), He shall sit “upon the throne of 
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David, and upon his kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment 
and with justice for ever?” When it is foretold concerning him (Jer. 
xxiii. 5), “I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall 
reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth,”’ 
why are we not to believe that He will actually and literally do so? 
When it is said of him (Isa. xvi. 5), “In mercy shall the throne be es- 
tablished ; and he shall sit upon it in truth, in the tabernacle of David, 


judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness,” why are 
J 2s 


we ‘to explain it away as of something figurativ e, and to doubt that He 
will fulfil it according to the letter, as he has always done before? 
When we read (Mic. i.) that “ The Lord cometh forth out of his place, 
and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth,” why are 
we to disbelieve it as a thing incredible, when He literally fulfiled the 
word that said he should be buffeted and spit upon? When it is said 
(Zech. xiv.), “ And his feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east ; and the Mouut of Olives 
shall cleave in the midst thereof, toward the east and toward the west, 
and there shall be a very great valley :” when he calls the temple (in 
Ezek. xliii.) “ the place of my throne, and the place of the soles of my 


feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever :” 


when he says (Isa. lx. 13), “I will make the place of my feet glorious :” 
when he says (Zech. viii. 3) “I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell 
in the midst of Jerusalem :” when he says (Psa. cil. 16), “When the 
Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory :” when it is said 
(Isa. xlii. 13), “The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man ; he shall stir 
up jealousy as a man of war :” when it is said of Christ and his saints 
(Isa. xxxil, 1), “ Behold, a King shall reign in righteousness, and prin- 
ces shall rule in judgment :” when it is said (Isa. xxiv. 23), “'The Lord 
of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his 
ancients gloriously ;”—-when these, and similar things, are foretold in 
almost every page of the Prophets, why are we not to believe that 
they will be fulfilled in the same exact and literal manner as we have 
seen that those actually were which related to his first coming? What 
valid reason can be given for explaining them away in a sense essen- 
tially different ? 
[To be continued.]} 


—@———— 
REIGNING ON EARTH NO DEGRADATION TO OUR LORD. 


The scriptural doctrine of our Lord’s glorious advent to set up his Mil- 
lennial kingdom, is objected to by many under the idea that “to suppose 
him reigning personally and visibly in such a world as this, is rather te 
degrade than to exalt our Lord.” 

But this is taking a low and carnal view of the subject. The question 
is, * What saith the scripture ?” and if these things be therein declared, 
let the objectors know, that the Lord cannot be degraded by ac- 
complishing his own glorious purposes, and least of all when accom- 
plishing that great work which will be the theme of praise and ad- 
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miration among the heavenly host through alleternity. These object- 
ors actually do believe that God governs the world at this moment: there 
is therefore an end to their assumption that the Lord would be degraded 
by reigning over it. ‘There remains, then only a part of the objection, 
that he would be degraded by becoming visible. Why degraded? Evi- 
dently because the objectors, taking a carnal, intellectual view of the sub- 
ject, imagine, that as long as the Lord is invisible to this wicked world, 
its wickedness is invisible to him, and that he would be degraded by 
looking upon it. They think moreover, that the Lord would see with 
mortal eyes; forgetting, that in His view this earth is the dwelling-place 
of immortal spirits,—of his redeemed, ofangels and archangels, * minis- 
tering spirits sent forth to minister to those who shall be heirs of sal- 
vation.” Yet they believe that he is now visible to angels and arch- 
angels, and that the Lord sits upon his throne among them? What, 
then, is the real difference? where is the force of the objection, except- 
ing to our carnal conceptions ? 

But (they say) sinishere. True, itissonow; and that the Lord should 
on that account be nearer to us even now, as a present help, than these 
objectors really think, is a great condescension : but it is not degradation ; 
for the Lord can never be degraded by doing that which he has willed 
to do: and therefore the only question is, “ What saith the Scripture ?” 
There the question begins, and there it ends. 

If these objectors had been unfortunately gifted with more logical 
heads, they must have been inevitably Socinians ; for, if we are to talk 
of degradation, what can be more so, according to the standard of human 
intellect, than the notion that the Holy Spirit should dwell within the 
decaying, offensive, and sin-polluted body of ahuman being? Accord- 
ing to their ideas, the Saviour, our Lord and our God, was degraded by 
passing through the womb of the Virgin; and according to their logic, 
at all events, the Holy Spirit, to avoid degradation, should cease to dwell 
with us when our bedies become loathsome from sickness! the bed of a 
dying Christian ought to be without consolation! and that Spirit, which 
would have repelled the assaults of Satan, ought to have retired in dis- 
gust ! 

These objectors make a mere man of the Lord, ascribing to him the 
animal senses of a human being, and then cry out upon others for degra- 
ding him! They cannot keep in mind, that in the sight of the Lord all 
his works are equal, and that there is nothing offensive but sin. Their 
carnal conceptions would admit the notion of the Lord’s appearing in 
the form of an archangel, if it were propounded in Scripture ; but they 
are staggered at the idea of his assuming the form of an earthly king, 
because they do not comprehend, that, compared with the greatness of 
God, both are equally nothing ; and because, while occupied in compar- 
ing the creatures with each other, they forget that both are equally the 
work of the Creator’s hands, and that he could change the one into the 
other in an instant. These objectors, in the same way measuring every 
thing by their own carnal standard, believe that God dwells in heaven 
—meaning a place of his own making ; but they cannot admit that he 
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can dwell on earth, which is also a place of his own making. But why 
not? Because they think (and, if they knew their own thoughts, they 
would confess it) that the two places are made with different materials, 
and that the Creator did not make the materials. This alone can be 
their reason for thinking that the earth possesses inherently qualities 
which must always, and under all circumstances, render it incapable of 
becoming either paradise or heaven.” It is plain that these objectors do 
not think that the presence of the Lord constitutes heaven, or that sin 
is the cause of the present condition of this earth and its inhabitants ; 
but that the earth itself has a something in its composition above the 
control of the divine presence; and that, if the Lord were to erect his 
throne here, instead of exalting the earth, the earth would lower him! 
I once knew an ultra-Socinian, who by the powers of his intellect had 
arrived at the conclusion that God was not Almighty: these objectors 
do not seem to be aware, that when they apply the word “degradation” 
to the Lord, they set up a supposed power above his will. Whatever 
we find in Scripture falls within the term “ condescension.” ‘To assume 
any thing which has not Scripture for its warrant, is not to “degrade” 
the Lord, but to commit the sin of interpolating God’s word. The word 
“degradation” is out of the question : the terms “ scriptural” or “ unscrip- 
tural” can alone be properly employed, in considering the operations of 
the Divine will. 

Mr. Irving very ably overthrows these objectors on their own mode of 
reasoning, by observing, that “to rule as a King is a less humiliation 
than to be crucified as a malefactor.” This isa conclusive answer to the 
objectors, upon their own narrow basis; though, in point of fact, the Lord 
is always equally glorious. These objectors cannot help making a hu- 
man being of the Lord, and do not comprehend that his glory is indepen- 
dent of circumstances. “If,” say they, “we could, with the Socinians, 
suppose him a mere man, we could conceive a throne on this earth would 
do him honour.” Now this is not a fair way of stating their objection ; 
for, they really do mean that such a throne would do him dishonour ; 
and meaning this, they do make the Lord a mere man, as completely 
dependent on outward circumstances, as the Socinians: the only differ- 
ence between them consists in the three letters which form the syllable 
dis—both are evidently thinking of a creature, and not of the Creator. 

To what a groveling view of Divine things has the standard of ortho- 
doxy fallen! Their best attempts at argument shew that they standon 
the very verge of Socinianism, and depend en their natural understand- 
ings more than on the revealed word of God. They think themselves 
rational Christians, merely because they are so blinded that they can- 
not see to the end of their own absurdities. They talk of the impossi- 
bility of a sinner being in heaven; as if heaven were a place, and not a 
condition ; and then argue, that, because a sinner cannot be there, he 
glorified God-Man cannot be here. Ifso, they must believe that the 
never was upon earth ; and that Jesus, who did come, was a mere man. 

But let us pursue the investigation a little higher, and inquire wherein 
the glory of Christ consisted. It may be summed up in one sentence: 
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He was “ God manifest in the flesh.” The Godhead is in its own nature 
infinite, incomprehensible, and undiscoverable; but it is the office of 
Christ to manifest whatever the creature can comprehend of God. In 
this office, and for this end, the Son—who was Very God from all eter- 
nity, and as such invested with all the glory of the Father—came forth 
in the fulness of time, and took figsh as son of man: thus uniting both 
natures in the one person of Christ, never again to be divided, never to 
be manifested otherwise than in conjunction; in order to exhibit in crea- 
ture form, to every created being, that glory which he had with the Fa- 
ther, as his only beloved Son, from everlasting. “These words spake 
Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come ; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Sonalso may glorify thee: as thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as 
thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. I have glorified 
thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was.” Now, hie glory as “ per- 
fect God” is evidently incapable of addition or diminution: it was the 
same when in the bosom of the Father, as when on earth united to the 
“perfect man” in him “dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,” or as 
now in glorified humanity “seated on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high. It is clear, therefore, that as the Divine nature of our Lord was 
incapable of any accession of glory, the human nature alone, in the God 
Man Christ Jesus, could be the subject of glorification; and that it is 
this humanity, impersonated with Divinity, which by the union has re- 
ceived such exaltation, that before it every knee shall bow, of things in 
heaven and things in earth and things under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. This 
being evident and undeniable, the incarnation was no degradation of 
the Son of God ; for it was taking up humanity in that state of degra- 
dation which the Fall had brought upon it, and raising it to the highest 
state of glory by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit. Degradation is 
not to be admitted even here, when the Son of God “took upon himself 
the form ofa servant ;” much less, then, when he shall come forth the 
second time, exhibiting humanity in the glorious perfection to which he 
has exalted it: no longer the Man of sorrows, despised and rejected of 
men, but King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Nor shall the earth always continue to exhibit on its surface those la- 
mentable traces of the Fall, in sin and sorrow and misery, which alone 
give occasion to the idea of degradation we are combating. The pro- 
phecies all close in a promise of blessings showered down upon the earth ; 
a restitution of all things; when “Satan shall be bound” (Rev. xx. 2), 
and the now groaning creation have the “ glorious liberty of the children 
of God” (Rom. viii. 21); when none shall hurt or destroy, and the land 
shall become like Eden, the garden of the Lord. When God looked 
upon his creation, he pronounced it very good ; and when Adam, before 


his fall, heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden, he shun- 
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ned not the interview ; and we never dream of degradation. The Lord 
also appeared to Abraham, to Jacob, to Moses ; he came down on Sinai ; 
he dwelt between the cherubim ; he filled the temple ; and all these before 
the incarnation; and shall we now prattle about degradation, because he 
has taken into union with himself humanity derived from this earth, 
and shall exhibit upon the earth the glorious climax and consummation of 
the purpose of God in creating the universe? Nay, let us rather take 
him literally at his word, wherein he declares so unequivocally, to the 
Prophet who beheld the glory of the Lord returning te his yet future 
temple, “ Son of Man, the place of my throne, and the place of the soles 
of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for 
ever” (Ezek. xliii. 7). Amen: evenso: come, Lord Jesus. 


——— > 


The following communication, sent us by an esteemed Correspondent, living at a 
great distance from this city, did not reach us until the month of April last. In conse- 
quence of other communications then on hand, it was necessarily laid over. We 
deem it too valuable, however, to be lost, and accordingly (though the Article which 
drew it forth may have passed out of the minds of those who read it) send it forth for 
the consideration of our readers :— 


[ FOR THE AMERICAN MILLENARIAN. | 
NUMBER I. 


Mr. Eprror :—The cause of truth demands a watchful eye. In recalling the chris. 
tian community to the simplicity of faith, and removing the webs of sophistry, by 
which a false philosophy has obscured the precious doctrine of the return of Jesus 
Christ to this earth, it is not to be expected, that the truth will be at once received, or 
even perceived. ‘The influence of opinion which pleads prescriptive authority, the 
dogmas and decisions of commentators in a long train of succession, from the days 
of Origin, down,—the forms, habits and style of devotion, preserved and propagated, 
both in‘prayer and praise,—and the long undisputed dominion of the imagination in 
the interpretation of the Bible—all create obstacles not easily to be surmounted by 
those who urge the obligation to like precious faith with Abraham-—a faith uncor- 
rupted and unimpaired by the wisdom of the wise, the understanding of the prudent, 
or the learning and science and reasoning of the schools. 

In England and Scotland, there has been much opposition to the simple, easy, and 
natural interpretation of the Bible, which brings out the great points of the Millena- 
rian faith, especially those of the personal visible coming of Jesus Christ, before the 
Miulennium, of the restoration, conversion and establishment, in the land of Palestine, 
of the remnants of the tribes of Judah and Israel—of the destruction of Antichrist 
and the anti-christian nations, by the direct interposition of Almighty vengeance, of 
the resurrection of the saints, and of the reign of Heaven over a world rescued from 
the dominion of the Devil in all the incipient wonders, growing glory and consummated 
results of THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, Or the last dispensation of Heaven’s righteous sway 
before the kingdom is finally delivered up to God even the Father. But the truth has 
prevailed. The subject has claimed and received attention; and the result has been, 
that many, who at first dogmatised and opposed, have embraced the views they igno- 
rantly condemned, so that nota few in Great Britain and Scotland, of the most excel- 
lent and valuable ministers, both in point of piety and learning, and talent and reputa- 
tion, are now numbered among the zealous advocates and asserters of the Millenarian 
faith. A similar conflict has commenced here; and under circumstances even more 
embarrassing than those in which it was carried on in England and Scotland. The 
excitement produced by the partial and mistaken views and chronology of Mr. Miller, 
who is much more closely allied in his principles of interpretation with the spiritual or 
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allegorical interpreters, who look for a day of Millennial prosperity anterior to the 

coming of Christ, and to be brought about by civilization. ‘‘ Evangelization,” revi- 

vals of religion, providential arrangements and national and political improvements, 

has prejudiced many, and rendered many unwilling to investigate the subject of 
rophecy. 

Atterspts have been made, both by ministers in their pulpits, and editors in their pa- 

rs, to make the impression, that Millerism and Millenarianism are identical, or at 

east as closely allied as their names are assimilated. They ought to know better. It 
is their ignorance only that saves them from the charge of gross and shameful, mali- 
lious and inexcusable falsehood. ‘The method of argument resorted to, proves the 
weakness of their cause. Under the lead of Professor Stewart and Dr. Brownlee, 
par nobile fratrum, they resort to ridicule and ribaldry—assuming things they have 
not proved, and asserting others equally devoid of proof or show of argument, and 
adroitly employing the ad captandum and ad invidiam appeals and insinuaticns, to 
fortify themselves behind the passions and prejudices of the populace, and the esprit 
du corps of the clergy. Even ecclesiastical authority, it seems, has been resorted to, 
to put the stamp of infamy on men, and thus excite odium against their views. The 
periodicals of larger and smaller size, close the doors against the introduction of re- 
views and discussions on the subject. The cry of Orthodozy is raised, in order to 
rally round the Whitby scheme and “ nyporuesis,” the men that always follow in the 
wake of names and authority. Professors in our Theological schools, conductors of 
journals, editors of religious newspapers, all seem to be alarmed, and combining to keep 
the avenues of communication with the public, the chain of discussion, closed, and 
that too, alike by those who raised the cry in favour of free discussion on the Theolo- 
gical questions, and those who opposed it. The editor of the N. Y. Observer, in a 
paragraph headed, “ The Literalists,” published Feb. 11, affects to pour contempt on 
what he calls “ the literal interpretation of the language of scripture,” which he says, 
“seems to be gaining ground among a certain portion of our religious community.” 
Having thus said, he immediately advances what he will have his readers to under- 
stand and adopt, as the great key for the interpretation of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, his fundamental principle, but most fallacious—dangerous assumption, in these 
words: “ Instead of following out THE GREAT AND FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE, that inas- 
much as the Bible was given in an Oriental language, to a people having all the cha- 
racteristics of Oriental mind, we therefore, in the west, are far more apt to under- 
stand it too literally rather than too figuratively.” Now, sir, the editor is an estima- 
ble brother, and a reverend minister of Jesus Christ, authorised to expound His holy 
word; and as such I feel that we owe him a duty of love, in calling him to the more 
sober and prayerful consideration of what he has thus stated, and so calculated to mis- 
lead others. I know not the brother personally, but feel impelled by obligations to him 
and to our religious community, “ to solicit his candid attention to some things he has 
said, occupying, as he does, one of the high places in the land, and speaking with in- 
fluence and authority, that cannot fail to affect the minds of many of his readers. 

It may seem very learned thus to talk about Oriental language, and the Oriental 
mind; and those unacquainted with the Hebrew and its dialects, and the manners and 
customs of the ancient Hebrews and Oriental nations, may think that we poor plain, 
plodding, unpoetical Americans in the west, come to the Bible under great disadvantage, 
and are in great danger of erring in our judgment of its meaning, by supposing it to 
be more literal than it really is, and yet, perhaps the learned editor on another occasion 
—certainly some of his classof interpreters have done so—will tell us that the human 
mind here is greatly in advance of what it was in the days of Moses, David, Hosea, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Malachi, yea, and of the Saviour and his 
apostles, and are, with all our science and literature, and stores of Hermeneutical 
knowledge a great deal better able to get the meaning of the Scriptures and correct 
the errors, even of the prophets and of the people in their day. This is the consisten- 
cy we have to deal with. 

But to the editor’s fundamental principle. I pray you what sort of work, in read- 
ing their Bibles, will common minds be likely to make under such teaching, when di- 
rected to them with this caution, that they are in far greater danger of error by un- 
derstanding things literally, according to the plain and obvious import of language, 
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than by taking it figuratively? Such loose stateements of general principles, pro- 
nounced to be fundamental too, are eminently calculated to mislead, and to do a great 
deal of injury. We do insist, and have a right so to do, that these editors, pro- 
fessors and others, who set themselves up to be teachers, and who sometimes despise 
others whom they authoritatively pronounce to be in error, should be more precise, ex- 
plicit, and show that they themselves are better acquainted with the subjects of which 
they treat. Fundamental principles need to be more intelligibly and guardedly stated, 
and confirmed by appropriate proof or arguments, and illustrated by satisfactory ex- 
amples. The word of an editor will not be taken for proof, save by ignorant persons; 
nor can any flourish, about Oriental mind, and Oriental language, cast dust into the 
eyes of the sober, reflecting, discerning common sense reader, who believes rightly 
and truly, that the Bible was as much intended for us Americans in the West, as for 
the old Jews in the East. 

The position assumed by the worthy cditor, is not true. The idioms of the Hebrew 
are exceedingly simple, and admirably adapted to the apprehension of men’s minds, 
whether Oriental or Occidental,—perhaps no language can be selected so admirably 
adapted, in its idiomatic styles of speech, for the general and easy apprehension of 
men’s minds. ‘The translation, into our English Bibles, so faithful, and in general, so 
close to the original, is a standard book, so far as the mere literary merits are con- 
cerned. There is nothing awkward and of difficult apprehension in it by Western 
minds. The import of metaphorical language can be understood, even by children, 
without the aid of rhetorical rules. Children themselves speak tropically: and the 
Bible is written in the simple diction adapted even to the minds of children. “The 
wayfaring man, though a fool, need not enter therein.” The Saviour rejoiced that 
“these things were revealed to babes and sucklings, but hidden from the wise and 
prudent.” The allegorizing spiritualizing style of interpretation has flatly denied the 
Saviour’s declaration, and rendered the language of the Bible hard to be understood. 
The modern Jew acts on the principle of this editorial brother, and spiritualises eve 
thing in reference to the first coming of Christ. Intrinsically considered, there is muc 
more to lead us to think, that the predictions relative to the conception, birth, suffer- 
ing, humiliation, crucifixion, death, and burial of Jehovah, the promised Messiah, 
were all metaphorical, and should not be literally understood, than there is, that the 
prophecies of His return to this world, his destruction of his enemies, his restoration 
and establishment of the Jews in their own land and the dominion of Christ here, 
when “ His will shall be done on earth as it is in Heaven,” should be pronounced 
wholly figurative. Were all the predictions—about his being born of a virgin, sold for 
30 pieces of silver, wounded in his hands and feet, pierced in his side, about his being a 
man of sorrows, his visage being marred, about his bearing his peoples’ sins, being put 
to death, rising again from the dead, visibly ascending to Heaven, &c.—mere meta- 
phors? Are we in error, because we take it all literally? Was it mere Orientalism 
unsuited to Western minds? How utterly ridiculous! yet in this very same book, 
mixed up with these very same predictions, as part and parcel of the very same sys- 
tem of prophecy, do we meet with predictions relative to the second coming of Jesus 
Chnist, the restoration of the Jews, the destruction of the anti-christian nations, the 
reestablishment of the Theocracy, the resurrection of the saints, and their joint admin- 
istration with Him over the nations of the earth. Will the Editor tell where the figur- 
ative part of the system begins, and the literalends? We challenge him to show his 
warrant for applying one set of principles to interpret the predictions already fulfilled, 
and another those not yet fulfilled. We hold him toit. Honesty, honour, candour, 
love of truth, require him to meet the challenge, and defend his principles, if he has 
not written unadvisedly. We know exactly how to understand that flourishing pe- 
dantry, as we must call it, about Oriental minds and Oriental language. Men can- 
not thus escape in clouds of dust and darkness. However they may wrap themselves 
up in them, they cannot conceal the weakness of their pleas, or their ignorance (we 
say it kindly,) of the prophetical scriptures. VINDEX. 
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There is, says an old writer, a great propriety in the exhortation of St. Peter: “But 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” No 
knowledge can equal that of Christ; no growth can equal that of grace. 








Oe i = ee a 





) 14 Evangelical Conversion of the World. 


——— 


: EVANGELICAL CONVERSION OF THE WORLD. 


The following extract from a Sermon preached before the Church Missionary So- 
ciety, in England, by the Rev. Francis Goon, author of “ The Better Covenant,” 
presents such a just statement of what Millenarians contend the Seriptures teach on 
this subject, that we hesitate not to insert it at length, that our readers may compare it 
with the prevailing sentiment of the religious world on this same subject, and see what 

\ serious objections exist against the present popular theory :— 
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“There is yet one topic left, with which I will conclude ; atopic intimately connect- 
hy | ed with missionary enterprise, and too important, in every way, to be omitted ; though, 
to some of you, perhaps, I may seem, by what shall be said, rather to damp your 
energies, in this holy cause. I mean, our legitimate expectations: the prospects of 
success, which the word of God authorises Christians to expect, in this work and la- 

bour of love. 

“T am aware, that there are those, who look for the universal establishment of the 
gospel in the earth, the promised eniargement and triumph of the church, in the lat- 
ter day, as the result of efforts, such as this and other societies are making for the diffu. 
sion of the light of life. By these they trust that the present twilight of Christian 
principle will, gradually, and imperceptibly, increase into the brightness of that day of 
glory, and universal blessedness, of which all prophecy is full. My brethren, I should 
be extremely sorry, on this interesting occasion, unnecessarily to do violence to the 
prejudices of any; but it is due to truth to confess, that I have no such expectations. 
I am deeply convinced, that they are grounded on entirely mistaken views of the 
character of the present Gentile dispensation. The times of the Gentiles (Luke 21; 
24.) which are now fast running out, are times (as I conceive) in which God (accord- 
ing to that remarkable, but little heeded testimony of St. James) is visiting the Gen- 
tiles, to take out of them a people unto his name, (Acts 15; 14.) They are times, 
therefore, of an election, and of an election only, so long as they last; and the most 
rapid and superficial glance at the history of the church, and especially of Christian 
Missions, is sufficient to show, that, hitherto, at least, such has been the character of 
the dispensation, throughout the 1800 years during which it has continued. No 
where has Christianity been permanent, in any thing like it» original purity. The 
light is gone out, which once shone so bright, in the seven churches of Asia. The 
same has been the case with Carthage, and its neighbourhood—Christian Egypt— 
Christian Persia—where are they? ‘These countries are Christian nolonger. Chris. 
tianity has visited place after place, not retaining its conquests; but remaining, per- 
haps, for a few centuries, at most, it has “‘ taken out a people,” and been content. No 
where has there been an instance of a truly righteous nation; of Christianity sanctify. 
ing the great masses of a population; of a people generally, and truly righteous; ac- 
knowledging Christ as King, and ordering themselves by his laws. Such has been 
our experience hitherto, and such we believe it will be “ till the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled.” Then, and not before, the present dispensation will be succeeded by a 
dispensation of glory, introduced by the King himself from heaven, whose name is Je- 
hovah our Righteousness. (Jer.23; 6.) Then shall be seen, in the restored Jewish 
nation, the first example of a truly righteous nation ; as it is foretold of them, thy peo- 
ple shall be all righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, (Is. 60: 21.) And then 
shall all those glorious predictions receive their literal and full accomplishment, which 
describe the reign of holiness and happiness throughout the earth. The earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea, (Ha- 
bak. 2; 14.) From the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same, my 
name (saith Jehovah) shall be great emong the Gentiles, and, in every place, incense 
shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering, (Mal. 1: 11.) 

“Thus, then the triumph, the full establishment of his gospel in the earth, is reserved 
to Jesus himself. ‘The light of the world—the sun of righteousness. And I feel that 
these sober and chastened views of the probable result of missionary exertion, in the 

i present dispensation are of the utmost importance, if we would escape discouragement, 
and mortification, at the supposed failure of legitimate hopes, in the continued preval- 
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ence of ungodliness, both at home andabroad, A painful and very injurious re-action 
must be the consequence of extravagant, and unscriptural expectation ; as if the uni- 
versal triumph of the gospel were to be achieved by any instrumentality, such as is 
now employed. Beloved, ye are, indeed, the light of the world; but mistake not the 
character in which ye shine. Ye are the candle of the Lord (ver. 15,) in the midst of 
prevailing darkness. Ye may, ye shall illumine the night: but ye may not.utterly 
dispel, and anihilate it. It is Jesus himself, who is the sun. It is his manifestation, 
which shall make that day of glory, to which all prophecy directs our longing gaze. 
But in the mean time, remember your privilege is not small. It is the very same with 
that of apostles themselves, and of prophets, and all the cloud of witnesses who prece- 
ded them ; by all means to save some (1 Cor. 9: 22): to shine for Christ amidst sur- 
rounding gloom; yes, and by your blessed shining, to gather out to Christ, in succes- 
sive generations, a multitude which no man can number, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation, (Rev. 7; 9.) Let your light then so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven, (ver. 
16.) Be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, foras- 
much as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord, (1 Cor. 15: 58.) Amen.” 


— 


Review of Lectures on the Second Advent, by Rev. E. Winrnror, Rector of St. 

Paul’s Church, Cincinnati. ty 

This admirable volume we have read with the greatest pleasure, and earnestly re- 
commend to the careful perusal of all the friends of Millenarian truth. The author 
has rendered a service to the cause he has undertaken to advocate, which will not fail 
to secure him the gratitude of all who love and wait for the appearing of the Great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. We rejoice that God has raised up in that Regi- 
napolis of the West so able a champion for his truth, and cannot but feel assured that 
the work he has given to the public will give an impulse to the study of Prophecy 
throughout the Great Valley, and induce many to reexamine their principles of Inter- 
pretation, and their millennial theories. The subjects discussed by our author are 
presented in such a forcible and at the same time agreeable manner, that the reader 
insensibly feels his prejudices giving way and a wish springing up in his heart that 
these things might be so. We design enriching our pages occasionally with extracts 
from the work, and for the present give only the following, from Lecture VI. p, 256, on 


THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


“ Weare living in times when the Christian and the Infidel, the States- 
man and the Divine, seem to agree in the expectation that some great 
crisis is at hand. ‘The public mind, both at home and abroad, is held 
in the calm of a feverish suspense. New and strange blasphemies are 
coming to the birth; the foundations of the State are loosing,*and the 
Church of God is beset and assailed on every side. Amid these thick 
clouds, all eyes are fixed with an eager gaze on the dark and coming fu- 
ture. But who shall unravel its mysteries? Who can decipher its 
solemn roll of fate? Who can pierce, with steady eye into the depths 
of past history, and read there, as in a mirror, the judgment or mercy in 
store for after generations? Who can expound the strange dream of 
this fleeting, shadowy world, or unlock to the faith of the Church the roy- 
al treasure-house of the good things to come ? 

“It is here that the wisdom of the world stands rebuked, and its idols 
are all mute and silent. ‘The research of its historians here proves in 








16 To our Subscribers. 


vain; the policy of its statesmen is baffled and confounded. The future 
continues veiled from every worldly eye in deepest mystery; and every 
effort of human pride to decipher the solemn hand-writing preves utterly 
in vain. 

“Divine prophecy is the only light that can remove this impenetrable 
darkness. There God himself reveals to his own servants the great out- 
lines of His providence, and enables them, by patient search, to trace 
through the past and the future the grandeur and majesty of His high 
counsels of love. Here nature, providence, and grace are all combined 
for their comfort and instruction in the faith in glorious harmony. In 
two short books of scripture, all nature is laid under contribution for 
rich and varied emblems, whereby to express the mighty course of God’s 
providence through two thousand years, and the mysteries of redemption 
therein contained. ‘There to the diligent search and patient study of 
the humble and devout Christian, it spreads before his eyes, in one vast 
expanse, a landscape of wondrous grandeur and surpassing beauty, and 
whose horizon is fringed with the bright and dawning glories of eternity. 
The providence of God in times past and present thus becomes one con- 
tinual pledge of His mercies in time to come; and that whatever the tri- 
als of the Church may be now, and however mighty the enemies that 
surround her, the Captain of her salvation is leading her, by a pathway 
which he himself has appointed, to a sure and final victory, and the pos- 
session of her long delayed inheritance.” 


——— 
TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 


The second volume of the American Millenarian is, at the request of several of our subscribers, 
presented in anew form. The inconvenience of preserving a volume in newspaper size, or of hav- 
ing it bound, is such that, whatever may be the value of its contents, few are able to preserve them 
for any considerable time. Whereas periodicals of the pamphlet size have not unfrequently passed 
into the form of books, found a place upon the shelves of the library, and have been read and prized 
by succeeding generations. The present volume we hope will be deemed worthy of a better fate 
than that which belongs to newspapers in general, which are read, thrown aside, and no longer val- 
ued except as wrapping paper. It shall be our endeavour to furnish the columns of this journal with 
such matter as the reader will be anxious to preserve. The subjects to be discussed are holy and 
sublime. Relating to the “things which are” and especially “which shall be,’’ they demand our 
attention, for God has set them before us in His word, and we may not “turn away from him that 
speaketh from heaven.”’ To the study of the Book of Revelations we are particularly invited by the 
promise, “‘ Blessed is he that readeth and they that hear the words of this prophecy and those things 
which are written therein.” Rev. i.3. And is not the same true of all Prophecy, which the Apostle 
Peter declares tobe “a sURE WoRD to which we do well to take heed?’ The design of this periodi- 
cal is to bring back the attention of the Church to this much neglected portion of the Divine word, to 
discuss those principles of Interpretation by which alone the true meaning of the Prophetic writers 
can be ascertained, and to rescue from the false glosses which have been put upon them, such por- 
tions of the Word as have been spiritualized out of their true meaning. We ask the candid attention 
of every Christian to the evidence to be adduced in favour of what is denominated, in opposition to 
the present prevailing system, the Literal Interpretation of Prophecy. 

The present volume will be issued once a month, for the present, until the number of subscribers 
will warrant its semi-monthly publication. Those receiving the present number will please signify 
their intention to continue their subscription for the year, by remitting the subscription price, $1 in 
advance, to I. P. Labagh, Editor of American Millenarian, New York. Any Postmaster is authorized 
by law to frank any letter containing the subscription fee. Those who do not wish to become sub- 
scribers will please return the present number, simply directing it, American Millenarian, N. York. 
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